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The College Assistance Migrant
Program (CAMP) at the
University of New Mexico, was
fortunate enough to host the
first annual Southwest Student
Leadership Conference. The
conference consisted of multiple
CAMP and High School Equivalency Programs (HEP) from
across the southwest including
University of Colorado- Boulder, New Mexico State University, Highland University, and
University of New Mexico
(UNM), along with multiple
schools throughout the area.
The event entailed schools,
presenters, and staff coming
together to prepare and provide
students with different tools to
become successful leaders within their respective campuses.
The day’s schedule consisted of
workshops and banquets which
the students attended, along
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CAMPers in Action:
 Jayme Roybal Is elected
ASUNM President.
 Orlando Obeso Is elected Senator to ASUNM.

Inside this issue:

CAMPerinos is our own post
CAMP student organization. It
is targeted at previous CAMP
students but is open to anyone
and everyone who has
Influenced the CAMP program
in some way. The main
objective of the program is for
its students to network
amongst one another for the
purpose of developing education ties amongst peers. The
program also gives the students
a chance to become involved

UNM CAMP Cohort, gathers to take a group picture.

with networking throughout
each one. “The conference was
great; I didn’t know that there
were so many tools that could
help us come to college,” said
one student from Española.
There also many comments
from students stating that before the conference, there was
an uncertainty of continuing
school to higher education,
however after the conference,

around the campus area, as one
of the programs participants,
Evette Botello points out
“This is the first organization
I’ve ever really been a part of. It
has given me the chance to
build relationships with other
students and this has helped me
here at UNM.” The programs
participants build these connections at events hosted by the
program. These events provide
the students with a chance to
hang out while at the same

most felt pretty confident that
college is most definitely a possibility. “This is the first conference of its kind for HEP and
CAMP in our area,” stated Ivan
Olay, program director for the
UNM CAMP Program.
“Education is available for anyone, as long as they are willing
to go out and get it.”
-Juan Dorado & Orlando Obeso

giving them the opportunity for
new students to join.
-Christopher Cordova
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Mentoring Program

Alex Gonzales (left) and
Gabriela Baltazar (right)
are CAMP Alumni Mentors

As a way to increase retention
rates for incoming freshman,
the College Assistance Migrant
Program (CAMP) has created
a mentoring program. The
main goal of the new program
is to build connections between CAMP alumni and incoming CAMP participants.
Through this connection,
alumni are able to communicate experiences of college life
and obstacles they faced during their freshman year at the
University of New Mexico
(UNM). Building these relationships allow the new CAMP

cohort to understand the University’s culture and how to
navigation through campus
resources. Most importantly,
the program will build friendships, create opportunities,
and increase networking skills.
Delana Gonzales and Natalie
Pena, the two leads on this
project, have worked hard to
create a program that will
continue to grow. We currently have 10 participants in
the program and plan to increase those numbers for

future CAMP participants. Our
goals are to increase incoming
student’s participation and
provide opportunities for
CAMP alumni to become mentors. This initiative will enable
past and current student to
develop leadership skills, as
well as become role models to
aspiring freshman.

Fernando Sinaloa was born
and raised in Alcalde, New
Mexico. He grew up in an area
that has inspired his educational goals in becoming a doctor.
Fernando is a Pre-Med and
Language major and also a
student in the BA/MD program. He has demonstrated
remarkable volunteer work at
the local and county hospitals,
such as, Presbyterian and The
Espanola Valley Presbyterian.
In addition, he has volunteered
at Joy Junction and plans to
work at Casa de Salud as a

student volunteer. His intensions are to travel as much as
possible, and he hopes to
study abroad in Italy his senior
year.
Fernando speaks Spanish,
American Sign Language (ASL),
and Italian. After attending
Medical school, his intensions
are to work at the Espanola
Valley Hospital where he
hopes to serve his local community. Some of his favorites
past time recreations are hiking, swimming, playing video
games, and he enjoys spending

time with his friends. Fernando
is one of the many CAMP
students who have demonstrated academic success. We
are happy that he is a part of
our CAMP Program.

Hilda Martinez Ramos was
born in Phoenix, Arizona and
raised in Santa Cruz Mixtepec
Juxlahuaca Oaxaca, Mexico.
She grew up in a small town of
roughly 400 people. Hilda has
always had the support of her
parents throughout her education. She accredits her family
for becoming the young woman she is today.
Hilda comes from an agricultural family out of Deming,
New Mexico. She is pursuing

her degree in criminology and
minoring in Spanish. She is a
member of Mexican Student
Association (MEXSA) and
hopes to be involved in more
programs on campus. She aims
are to encourage students, like
herself, to pursue higher education. Hilda speaks three
languages: Spanish, Mixteco
(her native language from Oaxaca), and English. She plans
to continue her education in a
Graduate program after com-

pleting her undergraduate
studies. Hilda has been a fun
loving energetic asset to the
CAMP program.

-Natalie Peña

Student Spotlights

Fernando at the
office.

Hilda at the Leadership Conference

-Delana Gonzales

By Delana Gonzales

2010-2011
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CAMP-Get-A-Away Trips
With a jammed packed mid
semester of tests, papers,
homework, and camp activities
our students have plenty to
stress about. As part of the
program, CAMP provides the
participants with social/cultural
events to take a break from
studying and homework, to
help alleviate some of the
stress they might encounter,
show them new adventures
they can go on across the
state, and provide them the
opportunity to network with
their fellow CAMPerinos.
Some of the events we hosted
this year were: a movie night:
where we ate popcorn and
enjoyed the psychological
thriller, Inception staring Leonardo DiCaprio, and a Student
Leadership Conference: where
students explored their leadership potential. Even though
the semester seemed to have
started off slowly, it picked up
to end the semester with
some new and old events including our annual Cesar

Chavez Blood Drive that was
organized by student Nohemy
Hernandez, Annual Soccer
Night against El Centro De La
Raza. CAMP took down the
undefeated team; the trophy
will remain with CAMP until
next year! Some of our new
events were a trip on the Railrunner to our state capital.
We had lunch in the plaza and
had the opportunity to explore Santa Fe, and LA Boxing
where we were able to take a
kickboxing class with a trainer.
With all of these events on
our schedule some students
still have their favorite events;
Carmelina Garcia’s favorite
event was our Thanksgiving
Potluck/Karaoke night because
it allowed her to have fun and
become comfortable around
her peers she said, “I was shy
when we first started and by the
end of the night I was one of the
last ones to leave. The most
memorable thing about that
night was Jerry singing, Ivan
dancing, and Juan, Orlando and

Trini singing a song they didn’t
even know.”Finally, when I
asked student Elsa Reyes what
she liked most about the social/cultural events she said,
“The events have given me a
chance to get to know my peers
more and they have given me a
chance to do things that I have
never been able to do. I have
lived here for seven years and I
have never been to the balloon
glow, and camping was a new
experience for me. I have never
been with friends only with my
family. It would be cool to go
camping again in the end now
that everyone is friends.” Our
social/cultural events are designed to encourage the students to get involved and stay
connected with the university
and community. We are glad
to know the students are getting so much out of them,
CAMP is more than just attending the events it is building
lifelong friendships.
-Janella Mendoza

“The events have given

me a chance to get to
know my peers more
and they have given
me a chance to do
things that I have never
been able to do!”

Marlene’s Recruiting Corner
I can definitely begin by saying
my transition from student
employee to student recruiter
was a huge learning experience; one that tested my ability to share the importance of
higher education to incoming
freshmen. Coming into this
position I was eager to spread
my passion for the program to
the prospective CAMP students. One of the goals I
strived to achieve was maintaining a great rapport with
the already established relationships from previous re-

cruiters and CAMP personnel
in communities such as; Deming and Hatch. There were
some overwhelming moments,
however witnessing the success of our current coherent
in their transition from high
school to the university has
been motivating. I have known
these students since their senior year of high school and
watching them mature into
university scholars has
strengthened my commitment
to the program. I am forever
grateful for the inspiration you

all provide me. You reassure
my commitment to the program and continued hopes to
aid the farmworker population
of incoming freshmen in their
future endeavors.
Gracias y buena suerte!!
-Marlene Sanchez

Marlene is the
Recruiter for camp.
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CAMP Tutors

The Tutors
Left to right: Juan, Orlando, Christopher, Trinidad.
Front row left to right:
Janella Delana, Natalie,
Bianca (Missing)

“It is an amazing
experience to
witness our students
grow and continue
their education!”

Spring. This season brings
many events and changes for
CAMP as the academic year
rounds the bend towards completion. At this point in the
year, our students have grown
and blossomed into wellrounded, successful collegiates.
One of our main goals is to
prepare students for life after
CAMP and ensuring they understand the expectations associated with continuing a successful collegiate career. It is an
amazing experience to witness

our students grow and continue their education, and this
year we have the honor and
the privilege to witness three
past CAMP students, who are
now tutors, and one of the
newest additions to our CAMP
work team graduate. These
four students/tutors have been
dedicated coworkers and major assets needed to maintain
the success of CAMP and all of
our students
Throughout our time here at
CAMP, we have learned many
lifelong, necessary skills and
majority of them can be attributed to the amazing team
we work with, including these
graduates. For example, since
my very first day here, these
awesome coworkers of mine
have been accepting, helpful,
caring, dedicated, responsible,
trusting, continually brighten
my day, and are vital components to our team; the tutors
are so many things but most
importantly, they have become

great friends and what we consider to be family here at the
University.
With all the time we spend
with these tutors and the intelligence and work ethic we have
witnessed, we know that these
graduates will be going above
and beyond all aspiration in life
and we hope that they know
they will be missed. To the
CAMP family members Janella,
Juan, Trinidad, and Delana, you
have made an impact not only
on our students’ lives, but ours
as well. You are all beautiful
people who never seem to
settle for less that your individual bests and we hope that you
continue with your education
or lives, whichever it may be,
with the passion and desire
that we have witnessed.

-Bianca Ramirez

Greetings From the Advisor

Jeremiah Vasquez

Greetings from the Advisor’s
corner of the College Assistance Migrant Program! This
year our CAMP students have
had opportunities to explore
the natural beauty of New
Mexico, socialize with fellow
students, and most importantly,
polish those skills necessary to
be successful in the classroom!
We got off to a great start
back in September with our 2nd
annual CAMPing trip in Jemez,
NM, which turned out to be a
great success. We continued
the positive momentum with
our series of Student Success
Workshops which included;
Study Skills, Time and Stress

Management, and Financial
Management, just to name a
few. Additionally, our students
were able to escape the hustle
and bustle of the city on our
trips to Madrid, NM and
Bosque del Apache National
Wildlife Refuge in Socorro
County, NM during the fall
semester. The students played
hard and worked hard in the
classroom, as demonstrated by
their commendable 3.0 average
fall GPA and eight of our students making the Dean’s List;
completing the fall semester
with a GPA of 3.5 or higher.
As the end of the spring semester approaches, the students

can see the light at the end of
the tunnel! They continue to
attend their one-on-one weekly
tutoring, bi-weekly advisement
sessions with me, and our social/cultural events. We wish
them the best of luck with the
remainder of the semester and
with their final exams. It is our
hope that they take the tools
they’ve been provided and use
them to successfully complete
their freshman year and continue towards the completion of
their Baccalaureate degrees!
-Jeremiah Vasquez

2010-2011
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Words form the program specialist
The CAMP program has evolved so much since its inception 10 years ago. We have served over 250
students in the ten years of existence. During its first year, it only served 3 students. Since then it has
served 35 or more students annually. 55 have graduated and 145 continue their course work towards a
post-secondary degree.
It is the belief of the staff and program that each year it must continually improve. Each year we add
something new for the students. It is our goal that we expose them to opportunities that will expand
their educational and professional horizons. The following have been some of the major improvements
over the years.
CAMP has grown from one tutor to eight Educational/Mentor tutors (EMT) in the program. The
EMTs assist the student with their academic work but just as important, they help them learn
“the ropes” on a college campus. The EMTs for the most part have been CAMP alumni or
have come from an underrepresented group in which the CAMP student has been able to
relate to their experiences and in turn develop a strong bond. These 8 EMTs are the frontline
of the CAMP program. They are the ones working in the trenches, guiding the students become successful college students.
CAMP has secured space that is conducive to student academic assistance. 10 years ago the
CAMP academic advisor, recruiter, and its tutors were all working out of one office the size
of a traditional dorm room. In 2006, CAMP secured 3 offices that each professional staff can
call their own and recently acquired a study room. This does not include the shared conference room that allows CAMP staff to hold meetings or additional study area.
CAMP, for the second year, has taken the student to an overnight Environmental Experiential
Learning Activity, (the “CAMPing” trip). This trip serves two purposes: The students learn
how to practice “Leave no trace behind” philosophy in order to preserve nature as they
found it: learning the basics of leaving no trash and cleaning after one self. The second is to
have the students bond with each other. All our CAMP students come from different parts in
of New Mexico, so this allows them to meet their program peers.
CAMP and HEP (High School Equivalency Program), our sister program, along with several peer
programs and community organizations have organized its first annual Southwest Region
Student Leadership Conference for students this past year. This was a two day conference
that allowed students to learn from peers, community members, and university staff of the
opportunities available to succeed at the college level and develop as a leader.
There have been countless improvements to the program which would take too long to address, however as you can see, we continuously strive to serve the students as best as possible. Many of our past
CAMP students have stated: “… how come we didn’t get that when we were in CAMP?” This question
alone demonstrates that CAMP is improving each year. The passion, commitment, and focus CAMP
staff has had has allowed the CAMP program to grow. But our most important ingredient to this recipe
of success is the students. Without them, CAMP wouldn’t be successful. It is my hope and vision that
CAMP stays here for at least another ten years.
-Ivan olay

Meet Our Staff
CAMP STAFF

Tutors

-Ivan Olay
Program Specialist
-Jeremiah Vasquez
Sr. Student Program Advisor
-Marlene Sanchez
Sr. Student Program Advisor/Recruiter

Christopher Cordova
Juan Dorado *
Delana Gonzales *
Janella Mendoza *
Trinidad Mendoza *
Orlando Obeso
Natalie Peña *
Bianca Ramirez
* Tutor will be Graduating in May 2011

Caption describing
picture or graphic.

“It is our goal
that we expose
them to
opportunities
that will
expand their
educational and
professional
horizons.”

The Univeristy of New Mexico
Mesa Vista Hall, Room 3045
MSC06 3840
1 University of New Mexico
Albuquerque, NM 87131-0001
Phone: 505-277-0469
Fax: 505-277-2182
E-mail: camp@unm.edu
http://ceop.unm.edu/camp
UNM CAMP —Facebook

UNM CAMP
Newsletter

We’re on the web &
Facebook
Check us Out!

